
Who was Leopold Daigneau? 
From the LIBRARY OF CONGRESS website at:   https://www.loc.gov/item/ncl2004001517/PP/ 

 

We find these two photographs of young Leopold Daigneau working as a back-roper at age 16 in the 
Chace Mill in Burlington, Vermont. They were both taken by a photographer named Lewis Wickes Hine. 
Many of Lewis’ photos are in the National Child labor Committee Collection at the Library of Congress.  

General information about the Lewis Hine child labor photos is available at http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.nclc 

Where was Leopold born?      Where did he live?      What was his future? 

 



We find Leopold and his family just 1 year later in the 1910 census of Winooski, VT. His mother, 
Leocadie Daignault is the Head of the Family, is a widow and is age 50. She and all of her children were 
born in French Canada or Quebec. Leocadie currently has 5 living children. Her 4 children listed are Eva 
age 19, Leopold age 17, Armand age 15, and Rose age 13. They also have two other teenagers boarding  
at their home at 23 Shepard Street in Winooski. The family had migrated to the United States in 1907. 
What of Mr. Daignault? 

We can see that Leopolds 
father, Raphael Daignault, died 
in Winooski  of bladder Cancer 
on 20 Feb 1910 just months 
before the 1910 census was 
taken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22 Feb 1910 Raphael 
Daigneau was buried in 
Frelighsburg, Quebec after his 
Mass at St Francois d’Assise 
parish. This was just 9 months 
after the photos of Leopold 
were taken at the Chace mill. 

Was Leocadie and her family 
able to attend the burial in 
Quebec?  Was Leopold able to 
leave work at the mill or did he 
have to continue working at 
this critical juncture in his life? 

 



                                                              
Alexis Raphael Daigneau 
and his wife Leocadie 
Bombardier were married 
on 18 Feb 1884 in 
Stanbridge, Quebec. 

Raphael is listed as a 
farmer. 
 

Raphael was the son of 
Alexis Daigneau and 
Onesime Jette. 

Leocadie was the daughter 
of Francois Bombardier 
and Flavie Poirier who was 
deceased. 

To the left is the actual text 
of the marriage document. 
Notice that it was signed by 
Leocadie Bombardier. 

 

 

 

Alice Daigneau was born 
and baptized on 1 Jun 
1888 at Notre Dame de 
Stanbridge, Quebec. 

In 1910 she was not with 
the family in Winooski. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Baptism of Marie Leocadie 
Eva Daigneault on 6 Sep 
1891, born the previous day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 11 August 1893 baptized Jos. Isaie Leopold Daigneau, born this day of the legitimate marriage of 
Raphael Daigneau, farmer, and of Leocadie Bombardier, of this parish. Godfather was Isaie Daigneau, 
uncle of the infant, Godmother was Alphonsine Bessette, wife of the godfather. All have signed with the 
father. Reading made. 

 

 



 

Baptism of Joseph Armand Daigneau on 28 Feb 1895 at Notre Dame de Stanbridge;  born yesterday. 

 

 

Baptism of Marie Rose Emma Daignault on 28 Feb 1897 at Notre Dame de Stanbridge, Quebec 

 



 

In the 1901 Census of Napierville, Quebec we find the family again. Raphael and Leocadie with their 
children Alice, Eva, Leopold, Armand Rose and Antoinette. 

  

 

On the 25th of August in 1914 Leopold marries Olia Blanche Yvonne Larose of Frelighsburg, Quebec at 
St Francois D’Assise in Frelighsburg, Quebec while he is living in Franklin, VT. Blanche is the daughter 
of Pierre Larose and  Octavie Breault. 

 

 

Leopold and Blanche both sign their marriage document below. 

 

 



 

 



Baptism of their first child, Marie Alice Antoinette  Daignault at St Francois D’Assise, Frelighsburg, 
Quebec on 24 Feb 1918 born 2 days before, daughter of Leopold and Blanche Larose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Leopold and Blanche give 
birth to their second child, a 
daughter Eva Daigneau in 
Berkshire, VT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And she is baptized just days later at St Francois D’Assise in Frelighsburg, Quebec on 3 Aug 1919 

 

 

 



 

On 6 Dec 1922 Leopold Daignault, age 29, husband of Blanche Larose, was buried in the cemetery of St 
Francois D’Assise, Frelighsburg, Quebec after his funeral Mass.  At that time he was a farmer in St 
Armand, Quebec. His brother Armand attended. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

John Fisher May 2018 

 


