
 



WHY SO MANY ACADIANS IN OUR LINEAGE ??? 
 
        My Mothers Bourassa family lived for 3 generations in L'Acadie, Quebec, adjacent to the city of St Johns 
where my mother was born. L’Acadie was created by hundreds of Acadian exiles, about 1768, which were 
dispersed to the 13 British Colonies in the years 1755-1758. 
 

The Short Version of the Acadian Tragedy 

At that time, due to wars between England and France, the British colonists hated the French and 
also hated Catholics because they were not Puritans or Anglicans. Troops from Massachusetts loaded all 
the Acadians into converted cargo ships and distributed them to the 13 colonies. When they were initially 
loaded on the ships in Acadia there was no effort made to keep families together. This proved to be very 
painful to the parents and they were continually searching for their family members. Because they were on 
these ships for several months, and having no space to lay down, most of the elderly died before reaching 
the colonies. Some colonies did not want them and those ships were sent to England where they were 
imprisoned. Two or 3 ships sank with everyone aboard being lost at sea. The Acadians were treated very 
badly and their children were used as slaves by the colonists. As you can imagine, life for anyone in the 
1750's was a struggle and by dumping 16,000 hated people in their towns and being told to house and feed 
them without any payment would be very difficult for the colonists and doubly difficult for the Acadians 
who were basically prisoners of war. It was a terrible time for the Acadians. Finally in about 1768 many of 
the Acadians were told they were free to leave and many of them walked north from Massachusetts and 
Connecticut and founded the town of L'Acadie in Quebec. The Bourassa families and many other Quebec 
families married into these Acadian families. I just finished a book about the Acadians, it is called          
"A Great and Noble Scheme, The Tragic Story of the Expulsion of the French Acadians from their 
Anerican Homeland”  by John Mack Faragher; about 500 pages. It was excellent. 
It is about OUR HERITAGE !!!        John Fisher  
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