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Charles Stone alias Charles Meunier dit Lapierre 
by John Richard Fisher - September 2016 

 

On September 4, 2016,  I read the Burlington Free Press article on the HISTORY SPACE section about 
Deborah Hardy and  Jim Woodman  who were cleaning up the gravestones of Civil War veterans in 
several cemeteries in Chittenden County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Charles Stone monument in Lakeview Cemetery in Burlington before and after the cleaning 
 
The following is excerpted from the article: 
"Charles Stone’s grave is located in Lakeview Cemetery, Burlington. We doubt if this stone had been 
cleaned since the day it was installed in the cemetery. The monument is Barre granite. It required only 
cleaning. Stone was born in Canada Sept. 5, 1844, and died in Burlington Sept. 3, 1920. Stone enlisted in 
1862. He was a member of Co. F, 1st US Sharpshooters. Hiram C. Berdan of New York State began 
recruiting men from New York City, Albany, New Hampshire, Vermont, Michigan and Wisconsin for the 
first sharpshooters regiment in 1861. The volunteers needed to pass a rifle test in order to qualify; the men 
had to be able to place 10 shots in a 10-inch diameter circle from 200 yards away." 
 
I was amazed by the work they did and seeing that Stone was born in Canada I wondered if Charles was 
actually a member of the Lapierre family. Many Lapierre's changed their name to Stone or Rock etc. I 
immediately searched the Lafrance database for a Lapierre who was born on his birthdate but did not find 
one. Next I searched the Vermont Vitals on Ancestry for information about him but found no perfect clue. 
Searching our VT Diocese records also drew a blank.  I searched for his obituary and found it in 1920. In 
the obit it named his brothers and sisters, most of whom lived in Massachusetts; however his brother 
Joseph lived in Ferrisburgh, VT. Finding Joseph in the VT Vitals I found his marriage and voila, the 
priest was Father Jerome Cloarec who was at St Joseph's in Burlington, VT for 50 years. I searched the St. 
Joseph marriage book that was created by Veronique Gassette and found his marriage to Elisabeth Sorel 
on 29 Nov 1871. His parents were the deceased Edward Lapierre and Amable Champagne. In the vital 
records she was always Emily or Emma. You can count on the French parishes to get the French names 
correctly. Charles married a Eleonore Sorel in Charlotte in 1867, and a Mary Sorel in Ferrisburgh in 1871 
and Joseph married an Elisabeth Sorel in Ferrisburgh in 1871 but they were all of different parents. 
 
Searching Lafrance with Amable Champagne gave me his baptism. 



 
 

On 5 Sept 1844 was baptized Charles Meunier, born the same day in the parish of St Mathias, of Edward 
Meunier, farmer, and Amable Lalanne of St Mathias. St Mathias is a beautiful area on the east side of the 
Chambly Basin. I had to do many searches adding Champagne for the mother and other variations before 
I could get all records for the family below. The Type=m is the marriage of the parents and type=b is the 
baptisms of the children. A couple things stood out immediately, 1st there were no child deaths, and 2nd 
there were no marriages for their children; therefore the family must have moved from Quebec within 17 
or 18 years of the baptism of their 1st child. 
 

 
 
You can now see that the father was a Meunier dit Lapierre and the mother was a Lalanne dit 
Champagne! Births of their children were: Guillaume (William), Philomene, Honore (Henry), Charles, 
Rosalie, Joseph, Marie Arline and Marie. This matches the names of his brothers and sisters on his 
obituary. On Henry's census record it stated that he immigrated in 1856 which was 1 year after the baby 
was born. For the benefit of people who do not know the French language, "pierre" in French means 
"Stone" or "Rock" in English. Many Lapierre and Laroche families changed their surname to Stone or 
Rock or other variations when they immigrated to the United States. 
TWO MORE CHILDREN: 
These were baptized by St Joseph, Burlington, VT priests. 

 



 
 

Above is the marriage record of Charles parents, found in the LaFrance database. 
 
 
 

Ancestry of Charles Stone alias Charles Meunier dit Lapierre 
Bertrand Meunier & Madeleine Guilbour 

Bertrand was a master stonemason in France!!! 
Pierre Meunier dit Lapierre & Barbe Richaume 

Pierre born 1 Jan 1643 at Rennes, Bretagne, Ile et Vilaine, France 
Occupation: Initially a domestic servant for the Sulpician Priests 

Wed 12 Oct 1675 Montreal, Quebec 
Francois Meunier & Marguerite Ledoux 

Wed 3 Aug 1711 Varennes, Quebec 
Pierre Meunier & Marguerite Lucier (Lussier) 

Wed 28 Apr 1749 Vercheres, Quebec 
Pierre Meunier & Francoise Bienvenu 
Wed 23 Feb 1778 Varennes, Quebec 

Antoine Meunier dit Lapierre & Marie Martha Berard 
Wed 25 Aug 1812 Marieville, Quebec 

Edouard Meunier & Amable Lalanne dit Champagne 
Wed 18 Feb 1833 Marieville, Quebec 

                        Charles Stone & Mary Sorel  - Wed (1) 20 Oct 1867 Ferrisburgh, VT 
                                 Charles Lapierre & Eleonore Sorel - Wed (2) 31 May 1870 Mt Carmel, Charlotte, VT

Charles Stone (age 57) & Lucinda Monette (Munette) - Wed (3) 16 Oct 1901 Burlington/Charlotte, VT 
Charles was a mason and building contractor 

 
Note: Charles was wed as a Lapierre at Mt Carmel Catholic church in Charlotte. All names correct! 
Note: Wives #1 and #2 were from different parents. 
 
Charles had one daughter, Evelyn M. Stone, born 20 Oct 1872 of Charles and Leonora Sorrell, who 
married Napoleon Cota. She died in 1926 at age 54. 
 
 



 
 

Charles served in the Civil War 
 

At age 18 in Ferrisburgh, VT; Charles enlisted in the Civil War on 12 Jul 1862 and was mustered in on 20 
September as a Private in Company "F" of the 1st US Sharpshooters. He was transferred to the 2nd US 
Sharpshooters into Company "E" on 23 Dec 1864 and then was transferred to Company "G" of the 
4th VT Infantry on 25 Feb 1865 and was mustered out on 19 Jun 1865. 
 
The following information is from the website:   http://vermontcivilwar.org/units/ss/ 
 
Company F, 1st US Sharpshooters 
Lieutenant Colonel: William Y. W. Ripley 
Captains: Edmund Weston, Jr; Charles W. Seaton; E. Witsey Hindes; Charles D. Merriman. 

Co. F, 1st U. S. Sharpshooters was organized at West Randolph, Sept. 13, 1861. Charles Stone began on 
20 Sep 1862. At Gettysburg the sharpshooters were actively engaged at various points on the line, serving 
with the 3d corps. Co. F led the advance of the 3d corps at Kelly's ford Nov. 7, 1863, when 406 of the 
enemy were surprised and captured. It was again heavily engaged at Locust Grove, during the Mine Run 
campaign. In the spring of 1864, the sharpshooters were attached to the 2nd brigade, 3d division, 2nd 
corps, and had an active part in the battles of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, and those 
around Petersburg. After the battle of Cold Harbor Co. F had only 15 men left of the 43 who crossed the 
Rapidan on May 4. Its term expired Sept. 12, 1864, when it had but 25 men of the original members. 
Nineteen of these were honorably discharged and 6 reenlisted. On Dec. 23, 1864, the small remnant of 
veterans and recruits was transferred to Co. E, 2nd U. S. sharpshooters. Co. F participated in 37 
important battles and skirmishes, besides numerous minor engagements. 

Its total enrolment was 190, of whom 30 were killed or died of wounds, 13 died of disease 2 died in 
prison, 7 were captured, 6 deserted and 50 were wounded. 

Company E, Second US Sharpshooters 
Colonel: Homer R. Stoughton 
Captains: Homer R. Stoughton, Francis D. Sweetser, Seymour F. Norton 

The 2nd company of Vermont sharpshooters, designated as Co. E, 2nd U. S. sharpshooters, was recruited 
by Homer R. Stoughton, of West Randolph, Vt. The conditions for enlistment required that each recruit 
must, in a public trial, shooting from the shoulder without telescopic sights, put 10 successive bullets into 
a l0-inch ring, 300 yards distant. The uniform of the sharpshooters was distinctive, being of green cloth to 
match the green of nature, with leather leggings and knapsacks tanned with the hair on. Co. E was 
mustered into the U. S. service Nov. 9, 1861, with 91 officers and men, and left the state on Nov. 21 for 
Washington, where it joined the 2nd U. S. sharpshooters. On Dec. 23, 1864, it was joined by 32 men 
from Co. F, (including Charles Stone) and on Feb. 25, 1865, the 2nd regiment of sharpshooters was so 
badly reduced in numbers, the original members, except veterans and recruits, having been mustered out 
of service on Nov. 9, 1864, it was transferred to the 4th Vt. infantry as Co. G. 

The total enrolment of the company, including 116 recruits, was 207, of whom 22 were killed in action or 
mortally wounded, 14 died by disease and accident, 3 died in prison, 7 deserted, 8 were captured and 57 
were wounded. 

Charles was then transferred to the VT 4th Infantry which took part in 2 major battles at Petersburg, 
Virginia in 1865 after which he was honorably discharged after serving his Country and State for 2 years, 
8 months and 30 days. He was never wounded or taken prisoner during his long period of service. 
 



Saturday, 4 September 1920 obituary for Charles Stone in the Burlington Free Press.  
He died on the 3rd. 

 
 

 
Land Records for Charles Stone, his wife Lucinda and his daughter Evelyn Stone Cota. 

 
From 1905 to 1918, Charles had Warrantee deeds for the following places. 
- 2 Convent Square, 178 S. Union St.,  54 Pitkin St, 133 N. Champlain St, Pitkin & No. Bend Sts, 3 Lots 
on the east side of N. Ave and  Pitkin St. 
 
At his death in 1920, he left the following properties to his wife Lucinda or his daughter Evelyn. 
1. 17-19 Murray St - a brick duplex 
2. 105 and 107 Intervale Ave, a brick duplex 
3. 135 and 141 No. Bend (Now Manhattan Dr.) 2 cement & brick houses 
4. 408, 412 (Charles House), 416 and lots at 422 and 432 North Ave. Mostly brick houses. 
 
Up to 1956 when Lucinda died, she lived at 422 North Ave. Did she have that brick house built for her? 
She was GRANTOR for 3 of these houses to the Pashby, Kimball and Scott families. Also LIFE USE of 
the 412, 422, 432 properties to the Munnettes.  



 

This is where Charles Stone lived on 412 North Ave. I assume that he built this brick house and the other 2 or 3 

nearby houses that are exactly the same construction. When searching the Free Press I remember him getting 

licenses to build on North Avenue. It is opposite the Lakeview Cemetery. 

Other brick houses near his at 412 North Ave. 

 
 

 



 

 



 
Below are a few article about projects done by Charles. 
 

4 Dec 1909 Burlington Free Press 

 
 
 

27 Jul 1907 Burlington Free Press  
 
Old Armory at Main & Pine Streets 
 

 
 
Detail and 1904 stone 
 

 



Charles Stone's occupation began in Ferrisburgh where he was employed as a mason in smaller construction 
projects and afterwards in Burlington where he was a very successful businessman. He was a contractor who 
specialized in building houses and major structures in Vermont of brick and stone. 
 
Ironically, after I traced his family back to France, I noted that his ancestor Bertrand was a Master Mason! 
 

Charles Stone was very involved with the Stannard Post and he volunteered to do the Memorial Day 
flagging at Lakeview cemetery every year; even in 1920, the year that he died when he was only 2 days 
short of his 76th birthday.  
 
"Stannard Post No. 2 was organized on July 20, 1868, shortly after the G.A.R. Department of Vermont 
was created. General W. W. Henry was elected post commander. The post was named after General 
George J. Stannard, a resident of Burlington, Vermont." 
 
More of his projects follow: 
 
18 Oct 1904 Burlington Free Press                                             17 Oct 1904 Burlington Free Press 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



27 Jan 1905 Burlington Free Press 
 
 
I could not find a cornerstone with a date but I 
believe this is the building. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20 Jun 1899 ‐ Charles Stone bids to build stables at Fort Ethan Allen 

 
 
13 Jul 1899 BFP 

 


