
Burlington to Keeseville Stage falls through the Ice into Lake Champlain. 

 

 

Burlington Free Press 12 Feb 1897 

 

Years ago the frozen lake was a highway during the 

winters. Charles Chiott who owned the Iceboat 

named "Why Not" and many generations of Chiotts 

owned and operated Chiott Marine in Burlington. 

The family was French Canadian and immigrated 

from the Chambly Basin area at Chambly Quebec 

where they were named Brault dit Chaillot; a 

surname that was spelled many different ways in 

Vermont, finally settling as Chiott. The family raced 

iceboats on the lake for many years. 

 

Henry Chiott also built the first gasoline powered 

boat on Lake Champlain in 1894. See this article by 

David Blow. 
 

 
 

 

Two Chiott's served our country in the Civil War. They were Henry Chiott and Francis Shiatte. 

See their information at    http://www.johnfishersr.net/StJosCivilWar.html 


